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SELECTION OF APPROPRIA TE
ENFORCEMENT ACTION

The following criteria are considered by the
Regional Board in selecting the appropriate
enforcement action in response to an incident of
noncompliance:

• Degree of water quality impairment and/or
threat to the public health including the
degree of toxicity of the discharge;

• Past history of discharge violations;

• Degree of cooperation or recalcitrance shown
by the discharger;

• Culpability of the discharger;

• Financial resources of the discharger;

• Whether the circumstances leading to the
noncompliance have been corrected;

• Whether the discharge violations are likely to
continue in the future;

• Whether the discharge can be cleaned up;

• The need to take immediate cleanup action;

• Any economic benefit realized by the
discharger as a result of the noncompliance;
and

• Other actions as justice may require.

STATE WATER
RESOURCES CONTROL
BOARD PLANS AND
POLICIES

The State Water Resources Control Board (State
Board) has adopted a number of plans and
policies for statewide water quality management.
The Regional Board implements these plans
through WDRs, NPDES permits, and any
necessary enforcement actions. These policies
are explained in more detail in Chapter 5, Plans
and Policies.

IMPLEMENTATION 4 - 24

HAZARDOUS WASTE SOURCE
REDUCTION

The Department of Toxic Substance Control
(DTSC) has adopted regulations regarding
hazardous waste source reduction pursuant
to the Hazardous Waste Source Reduction
and Management Review Act of 1989
(Article 11.9, starting with section 25244.12 of
the Health and Safety Code). These regulations
are contained in sections 67100.1 through
sections 67100.14 of Title 22 of the CCR. These
regulations require that each generator of
hazardous or extremely hazardous waste within
the limits set by the regulations conduct a source
reduction evaluation review and plan, plan
summary, hazardous waste management
performance report, and report summary on or
before September 1, 1991 and every four years
thereafter. Every generator is required to retain a
copy of the current review and plan, plan
summary, report, report summary, progress
report, and compliance checklist at each site, at
a public library, or at a local governmental
agency. The Regional Board supports these
efforts of hazardous waste source reduction
because any successes achieved will mean less
hazardous waste which could pollute California's
waters.

MUNICIPAL AND DOMESTIC
WASTEWATER

Municipal wastewater in the San Diego Region
consists primarily of domestic sewage and minor
quantities of industrial wastes in some of the
more highly urbanized and industrialized areas.
Facilities to control municipal wastewater include
wastewater collection systems, pumping
stations, transport pipelines, treatment plants,
storage ponds and ocean outfalls. These facilities
are sometimes collectively referred to by the
term Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW).

Municipal wastewater treatment in the San Diego
Region is generally at the secondary treatment
level. Secondary treatment results in the removal
of more than 85 percent of the biochemical
oxygen demand and suspended solids found in
municipal wastewater. Tertiary (advanced)
wastewater treatment is used at some treatment
plants for additional removal of pollutants to
reclaim wastewater for beneficial reuse.
Effluent from the wastewater treatment plants is
disposed of by various means including:
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